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Voting company sues Fox News,
Giuliani and Powell for $2.7 billion
alleging ‘disinformation campaign’

Chris Riotta
Fri, February 5, 2021, 8:11 AM

Voting GOP Rollbacks (Copyright 2020 The Associated Press. All rights
reserved.)

A voting technology company has filed a $2.7

billion lawsuit against Fox News, as well as former

New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani and attorney

Sidney Powell, after the network ran numerous

reports which alleged the firm conspired with

Venezuela’s socialist government to steal the 2020

elections from former President Donald Trump.
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Smartmatic USA filed the libel suit — one of the

largest of its kind — on Thursday in a New York

state court. The 248-page complaint detailed

segments aired by Fox News in which prominent

conservatives like Lou Dobbs falsely accused the

company of vote rigging.

The voting tech company only operated in Los

Angeles county, California, while other major

voting companies like Dominion Voting Systems,

which operated in 24 states throughout the

election, also announced lawsuits against Fox

News and close allies of the former president.

Dominion Voting Systems sued Mr Giuliani, Mr

Trump’s personal lawyer and close confidant, as

well as Ms Powell, for $1.3 billion.

The Smartmatic USA lawsuit argued the network

and its guests conspired as part of a

“disinformation campaign” amid growing pressure

from conservative networks to go along with the

former president’s conspiracy theories.

"Defendants' story was a lie," the complaint

stated. "But it was a story that sold."

The complaint also alleged that Fox hosts Dobbs,

Maria Bartiromo and Jeanine Pirro also directly

benefitted from their involvement in the

conspiracy. The lawsuit alleged that Fox went

along with the "well-orchestrated scheme" due to

pressure from newcomer outlets such as

Newsmax and One America News, which were

stealing away conservative, pro-Trump viewers.

For Smartmatic, the effects of the negative

publicity were swift and devastating, the

complaint alleges. Death threats, including against

an executive's 14-year-old son, poured in as

Internet searches for the company surged,

Smartmatic claims. With several client contracts

in jeopardy, the company estimatesd that it will

lose as much as $690 million in profits over the

next five years.
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It also expected it will have to boost spending by

$4.7 million to fend off what it called a "meteoric

rise" in cyberattacks.

Like many conspiracy theories, the alleged

campaign against Smartmatic was built on a grain

of truth.

Mugica is Venezuelan and Smartmatic's initial

success is partly attributable to major contracts

from Hugo Chavez's government, an early devotee

of electronic voting. No evidence has emerged

that the company rigged votes in favor of the

anti-American firebrand, and for a while the

Carter Center and other observers held out

Zoe Tillman
@ZoeTillman
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Venezuela as a model of electronic voting.

Meanwhile, the company has expanded globally.

Smartmatic is represented by J. Erik Connolly, who

previously won what's believed to be the largest

settlement in American media defamation, at

least $177 million, for a report on ABC News

describing a company's beef product as "pink

slime."

"Very rarely do you see news organization go day

after day after day the same targets," Mr Connolly

said in an interview. "We couldn't possibly have

rigged this election because we just weren't even

in the contested states to do the rigging."

The Associated Press contributed to this report
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Manager After Skipping on Bill in Las VegasA woman who killed a Vietnamese nail salon manager in Las
Vegas in 2018 has been sentenced to a prison term of 10 to
25 years. The verdict: On Friday, Clark County District Court…

The Week

Lawyer for
man charged in
C i l iAn attorney for
Thomas Caldwell,
a Virginia…

NBC News

Biden's Justice Department to ask nearly all Trump-
era U.S. attorneys to resign
John Durham of Connecticut will remain to lead the
investigation of the origins of the Russia probe, and U.S.
attorney for Delaware David Weiss will also remain.

The Independent

Fox News guest claims Michelle Obama to blame for
schools not reopening during Covid pandemic
Rachel Campos-Duffy claims former first lady could get
schools reopen 'with one little tweet'

The Telegraph

Syria 'finds' body of famed archaeologist beheaded
by Islamic State
Syrian authorities believe they have found the remains of a
famed archaeologist who was beheaded by Islamic State
militants in Palmyra in 2015, reportedly after refusing to…

Associated Press

Judge: Florida school had no duty to predict student
danger
A Florida judge has ruled that a local school district had no
responsibility to warn students and faculty at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School of the danger posed by a…

The Week

Democrats' coronavirus relief plan would raise
minimum wage to $9.50 this year
House Democrats are working on details of their graduated
plan to raise the U.S. federal minimum wage to $15/hour.
Democrats are looking to include the first hike to the feder…

Reuters

More than 97% of recent COVID deaths in Israel were
people who weren't vaccinated, PM says
More than 97% of COVID-19 deaths in Israel over the past
month were people who had not been vaccinated, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on Tuesday, as his…

NBC News
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Evidence Covid may have emerged outside of
Wuhan, WHO team says
The long-awaited trip, which was delayed by China, is part of
what will be a lengthy process of piecing together the virus’s
origin.

NextShark

Yale Grad
Student and
U S AAn Asian
American
graduate studen…

Associated Press

Former Nazi guard, age 100, charged with accessory
to murder
German prosecutors have charged a 100-year-old man with
3,518 counts of accessory to murder on allegations he served
during World War II as a Nazi SS guard at a concentration…

The Week

Former FDA chief predicts states will make COVID-19
vaccines 'generally available' by April
One of the major challenges the United States is facing in its
COVID-19 vaccine drive is the fact that demand is
outstripping supply, but Former Food and Drug…

Axios

House Democrats weigh axing election deniers from
bills
Some House Democrats are seizing new ground in their
protest against Republicans who challenged the 2020
election results, refusing to add them as sponsors of their…

Associated Press

Illinois man gets 30 years for sex assault on woman
at bank
An Illinois man has been sentenced to 30 years in prison for
sexually assaulting a woman he took hostage at gunpoint
last year during a bank robbery that led to a police standoff…

The Week

New York can't prosecute Paul Manafort after
Trump pardon, court rules
Former President Donald Trump's 2016 campaign chair Paul
Manafort won't face a second round of prosecution in New
York state after a court affirmed the state and federal…

Reuters

Two U.S. carrier groups conduct exercises in South
China Sea
Two U.S. carrier groups conducted joint exercises in the
South China Sea on Tuesday, days after a U.S. warship sailed
near Chinese-controlled islands in the disputed waters, as…
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Reuters Videos

Texas Republican congressman dies of COVID-19
HOUSE SPEAKER NANCY PELOSI: "...rise for a moment of
silence in remembrance of the late honorable Ron Wright of
Texas."The U.S. House of Representatives held a moment o…

Miami Herald

Broward restaurateur served Chicago hot dogs and
pizza. What about cocaine, weed and X?
The menu at Louis Younglove’s Chi-Town Italian Beef & Hot
Dogs in Pompano Beach says he can cook up pulled pork
sandwiches, pull Chicago-style pizza out of an oven and ev…

The Week

Rep. Adam Kinzinger tells his fellow Republicans
convicting Trump is 'necessary to save America'
Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-Ill.) was one of the few House
Republicans to vote to impeach former President Donald
Trump for inciting an insurrection, and in a new op-ed for…

Associated Press

Iran may pursue nuclear weapon, intel minister
warns West
Iran’s intelligence minister warned the West that his country
could push for a nuclear weapon if crippling international
sanctions on Tehran remain in place, state television…

Reuters

Does the world need new COVID vaccines? 'Jury is
out', Oxford's Pollard says
It is not yet clear whether the world needs a new set of
vaccines to fight different variants of the novel coronavirus
but scientists are working on new ones so there is no reaso…

The Independent

Judge refuses to send Capitol riot suspect back to jail
after breaching orders
The judge said she would think if Sullivan needs to be
charged if he continues to violate the release order

Associated Press

South Dakota judge rejects amendment legalizing marijuana
A South Dakota judge on Monday struck down a voter-approved constitutional amendment that
legalized recreational marijuana after Gov. Kristi Noem's administration challenged it. Circuit Judge
Christina Klinger ruled the measure approved by voters in November violated the state's requirement…

Axios

What Tesla's bitcoin purchase means for the future
of the dollar
Large and respected institutions, including a $1 trillion
company run by the richest person on earth are starting to
worry about the world's institutions, most notably the stoc…
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Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Dog mauls 3-year-old at restaurant, Texas police say.
Now the pet owner is charged
The child received 14 stitches after she was transported to a
hospital, authorities say.

NBC News

Family offers $10,000 reward for information on
whereabouts of UC Berkeley student missing since
S bThe 19-year-old UC Berkeley student has been missing since
September 30, 2020.

The Week

Ivanka Trump, Jared Kushner made up to $640
million while working in the White House, watchdog
Ivanka Trump and Jared Kushner — former President Donald
Trump's daughter and son-in-law, respectively — declined to
take government salaries while working in Trump's White…

NBC News

Robbery on San Francisco freeway captured in now-
viral video
Smash-and-grab theft in traffic caught by nearby Tesla's dash
camera.

Associated Press Videos

Sanitation worker leads police to missing girl
A sanitation worker on his trash route through southern
Louisiana helped lead police to a missing 10-year-old girl who
was last seen getting into a car with a registered sex…

The Week

One of Sarah Huckabee Sanders' main Arkansas
gubernatorial rivals just dropped out of the race
Arkansas Lt. Gov. Tim Griffin (R) has reportedly had his hopes
set on the state's governorship for a long time, even leaving
Congress to pursue that goal, and he officially declared his…

The Independent

Don Jr complains about Super Bowl ads, calling them
‘woketopia’ after first commercial
Twitter users advised that he should turn off his TV if he was
'triggered'

NextShark

Harvard Professor Sparks Outrage for Claiming
Korean 'Comfort Women' Were Willingly Employed in
JA Harvard Law School professor has stoked controversy over
claims that Imperial Japan had employed “comfort women”
under contracts during World War II. J. Mark Ramseyer, wh…
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