
ACCOUNTING

Sikich LLP

Sikich LLP, a global 
services firm special-
izing in accounting, 
advisory, technology 
and managed services, 
congratulates Lisa 
Denholm, CPA, on being 
selected for Leadership Akron 
Signature Class 38. Lisa is a 
senior manager at Sikich LLP, 
where she specializes in 
consulting and advising not-for-
profit organizations on complex 
accounting issues. The 
Leadership Akron Signature 
Program is a 10-month program 
for the region’s top leaders who 
are interested in broadening 
their community impact.
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ADVERTISING / MARKETING

Adcom

Adcom congratulates 
Sarah Hall on her 
promotion to Account 
Director. Sarah built 
broad client experi-
ence and marketing 
expertise in Chicago and New 
York City, before joining Adcom. 
Since then, Sarah’s tenacity has 
been integral to support 
Adcom’s client wins. If you know 
Sarah, you know her incredible 
smile. Her infectious enthusiasm 
and delightfully competitive spirit 
inspire those around her to be at 
their best every day. To learn 
more, visit engageadcom.com.

ADVERTISING / MARKETING

Falls & Co.

Hannah Wineland 
joins Falls & Co. as 
Director of Search 
Engine Optimization 
after working with the 
agency as a freelancer 
for over a year. Previously, 
Hannah led her own firm, Root 
Digital, for six years; was an SEO 
strategist at Fathom Marketing; 
held communications roles at 
Eaton and University of 
Pittsburgh, but initially started 
her career as a high school 
English teacher. Hannah earned 
her bachelor’s degree from 
Ashland University and master’s 
degree from Carnegie Mellon. 
www.FallsandCo.com

ADVERTISING / MARKETING

Falls & Co.

Falls & Co. announces 
the promotion of 
Kevin Ament to Vice 
President, Integrated 
Strategy. Over the 
past year, Kevin’s 
exceptional work ethic, 
leadership and expertise has 
been instrumental in the growth 
and success of many of his 
clients and the firm. In his new 
role, Kevin will continue to lead 
strategy for integrated accounts 
and further build a team 
responsible for content strategy, 
search engine optimization, and 
social media strategy and 
production. www.FallsandCo.
com

FINANCIAL SERVICES

McDonald Partners

Park Edge Group 
and McDonald 
Partners are proud 
to announce the 
promotion of Trevor 
Holway to Financial 
Advisor. Trevor joined the Park 
Edge Group in February of this 
year and has completed the 
process to become an invest-
ment adviser representative. In 
his new role, Trevor will focus on 
business development, while 
also helping serve the Park Edge 
Group’s client base. Prior to his 
current position, Trevor worked 
in the sales and marketing 
departments of the Colorado 
Avalanche and Cleveland 
Browns.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Ancora

Ancora is happy to 
announce that Ms. 
Kortni Spates, CPA 
has joined the firm 
as an Assistant Vice 
President and Financial 
Accountant. Prior to joining 
Ancora, Kortni served as a staff 
accountant with Martinet 
Recchia. She has prior experi-
ence in accounts receivable and 
bookkeeping roles as well as 
client service experience. Kortni 
earned a Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree in 
Accounting with a Minor in 
Finance from Cleveland State 
University and is a Certified 
Public Accountant.

LAW

Benesch Law

Christopher Pendleton 
has joined Benesch 
as an associate in 
the firm’s Labor and 
Employment Practice 
Group. Christopher 
concentrates his practice on 
the representation of businesses 
and individuals in a wide range 
of labor and employment 
matters. Christopher has 
defended employers against 
claims pertaining to all forms of 
employment discrimination, 
harassment, retaliation, and 
wrongful discharge, and wage 
and hour claims under the Fair 
Labor Standards Act (FLSA) and 
state analogs.

NONPROFITS

Cleveland Ballet

Cleveland Ballet is 
delighted to have 
Gabrielle Crandall 
join its staff as the 
Executive Assistant to 
the Artistic Director. 
She is a recent graduate of 
Liberty University’s Theatre Arts 
program and has a multitude of 
experience in customer service 
management. She is looking 
forward to utilizing her expertise 
to serve in this new capacity, 
working to maintain and enhance 
the functioning of both 
Cleveland Ballet’s company 
and official school, School of 
Cleveland Ballet.

NONPROFITS

Cleveland Ballet

A Cleveland native, 
Melanie Davis joins 
Cleveland Ballet 
as the Production 
Manager following a 
tour with Donny & 
Marie and graduation from 
Cleveland State with a B.A. in 
Theatre. Previously a stage 
manager for Playhouse Square, 
Cleveland Playhouse, Karamu, 
Cleveland State University, and 
Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District, Davis brings a plethora 
of knowledge. Under her 
guidance, Cleveland Ballet will 
continue to tour Northeast Ohio 
and Florida while venturing into 
new territories.

NONPROFITS

Cleveland Ballet

Cleveland Ballet 
appoints Eduardo 
Permuy as Artistic 
Associate. Originally 
from Cuba with training 
at Pro-Danza, Laura 
Alonso’s ballet school, Permuy 
enjoyed a sixteen year career as 
a professional ballet dancer with 
Joffrey Ballet, Ballet West, Smuin 
Ballet, American Ballet Theater’s 
Studio Company, and Cincinnati 
Ballet. Permuy’s experience 
brings a diverse knowledge to 
his methodology that he will 
harness in building both 
Cleveland Ballet and its official 
school, School of Cleveland 
Ballet.

NONPROFITS

Cleveland Ballet

Laura Villwock joins 
Cleveland Ballet’s 
team as Director of 
Development. She 
brings an extensive 
background in 
fundraising, communication, and 
finance. Previously, Mrs. Villwock 
served as Manager of 
Development and Operations for 
the Center for Marketing and 
Opinion research. Most recently, 
she was with Direction Home 
Akron Area Agency on Aging, 
where she managed marketing 
and community relations. Mrs. 
Villwock earned her B.A. from 
the University of Akron and her 
M.B.A. from Ohio University.

LAW

Porter Wright Morris                 
& Arthur LLP

Porter Wright 
welcomes new 
partner Kirk Roessler. 
Kirk focuses on 
corporate, real estate 
and commercial 
finance matters. He assists 
middle-market businesses with 
general corporate/business 
matters and M&A transactions. 
He has over 30 years’ experience 
representing commercial lenders 
and borrowers in connection 
with both loan originations 
and troubled-debt workouts. 
Porter Wright is excited to add 
Kirk’s broad-based practice 
and experience to its Cleveland 
office.

PEOPLE ON THE MOVE
 Advertising Section

To place your listing, visit www.crainscleveland.com/people-on-the-move or, 
for more information, contact Debora Stein at 917.226.5470 / dstein@crain.com

MARKET FORCES: The owner of 
downtown Cleveland’s ailing Tower 
City mall hopes to revive the property 
as a retail, dining and entertainment 
destination. Since buying the mall in 
early 2016, Detroit-based Bedrock has 
been trying to determine the right ap-
proach to the 366,000-square-foot cen-
ter, which sits above Cleveland’s cen-
tral train station and is bookended by 
offices, hotels and apartments. During 
an interview, Bedrock CEO Kofi Bon-
ner said the company now plans to 
transform the space into a “market-
place,” home to a mix of local and na-
tional retailers, pop-up shops, restau-
rants and a wide range of events. He 
described the concept as something 
much broader than a mall, a sort of su-
persized market hall where entertain-
ment will be a key feature. “We’re look-
ing at bringing art into the space to 
really light it up differently,” he said, “to 
bring artists in on a regular basis so that 
there will be music, and just to really 
create much more of an air of energy 
and excitement.” Bonner wouldn’t 
identify tenants, or categories of retail-
ers, that Bedrock is pursuing. He said 
the company is circulating letters of in-
tent, which are the preludes to leases.

STARTING FRESH: The developers of 
a proposed construction training insti-
tute on Cleveland's East Side have 
scrapped plans to produce asphalt 
and concrete along the Opportunity 
Corridor. Norman Edwards and Fred 
Perkins confirmed that they've re-
moved a concrete plant and an asphalt 
plant from their plans for remaking a 
9-acre site off East 79th Street. Debate 
over the facilities was stalling their 
progress on the Construction Oppor-
tunity Institute of Cleveland, the 
school where they hope to train young 
people to work in the trades. The deci-
sion doesn't mean that Edwards, the 
president of the Black Contractors 
Group, and Perkins, a retired contrac-
tor, are walking away from the plants 
entirely. Instead, they are looking at 
heavily industrial areas of Cleveland 
as possible manufacturing locations. 
"We're still going on and building the 
asphalt plants and concrete plants — 
just not at those sites," Edwards said of 
the Opportunity Corridor properties. 
"Never at those sites at all."

SEE WHAT DEVELOPS: The Greater 
Cleveland Partnership was awarded a 
five-year, $1.9 million federal grant to 
help create a Minority Business De-
velopment Assistance Center in 
Cleveland, the organization an-
nounced Wednesday, July 14. The 
MBDA Center will use the funds to 
support certified Minority Business 
Enterprises with revenues of $500,000 
and more, in part by providing advis-
ers to connect those companies with 
the statewide resources and programs 
necessary for accelerating growth, 
GCP said. Baiju R. Shah, president 
and CEO of GCP, said the center is "es-
sential to advancing both growth and 
prosperity" in Northeast Ohio. "En-
suring our region is one of inclusive 
opportunity for both businesses and 
individuals is fundamental to acceler-
ating our region's economy," he said. 

THAT'S SETTLED:The head of the 
Cleveland Teachers Union and a 
mysterious organization that waged 
an unsuccessful war last year to de-
feat a school levy settled a legal bat-
tle, effectively ending an effort to un-
mask opponents of the tax renewal 
and increase. A consent order filed 
with the Ohio Elections Commission 
resolves two complaints over the ac-
tions of Cleveland's Future Fund 
LLC, the dark-money group behind 

THE WEEK


