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Deana Stein

Before becoming an attorney, Deana Stein was pursuing an entertainment career. It wasn’t until she
took a few pre-law classes her senior year at Boston University that she realized she loved studying
law.

“I had some time to explore some non-music classes,” she said. “It wasn’t something that I had
thought about much before that. When I was applying for jobs out of college, I didn’t have any
experience. I had a degree in music. I just needed to apply to anything.”

From there, Stein said she landed a job as a paralegal at a personal injury firm in New York.
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“I thought that if I am not turned off by the practice of law after being a paralegal, then maybe the
next step is law school.”

Now, Stein is an associate at Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff LLP in Cleveland, where she
focuses her practice on complex commercial litigation.

CJN: How did you get into your practice area?

Stein: I fell into litigation more than any other particular area. Some of that comes from the work you
get as a law student at summer associate jobs. I interned for a state court judge and had a mini
clerkship for a federal court judge. Those types of positions are very litigation-specific. But for me, it
was also my background as a performer. When you’re a litigator, that can come in handy. You need
to be comfortable speaking publicly, arguing in front of a judge and being able to think on your feet.
These are all things you learn as a performer.

CJN: What is your favorite part about your job?

Stein: In the past few years, I’ve found a lot of satisfaction coming up with creative solutions for
client problems. Rather than just saying “well, this is simple” or “this is not simple,” I’ve found ways
to help clients by deep diving into possible solutions.

CJN: What are the biggest challenges in your field?

Stein: It’s not specific to my field, but I would say work-life balance. That’s the case in so many
fields right now. My firm has been great about working remotely. But when your home is your office,
it’s sometimes hard to find that divide. I also have two very young children.



CJN: How does Judaism influence your work?

Stein: There is a great connection between Judaism and practicing law. Judaism is all about asking
questions and considering different hypothetical situations to arrive at the right outcome. That is a lot
of what practicing law is. What are the fact patterns? What are the questions that are arising? I
spend so much time trying to ask the right questions to get the right result. That’s a very Jewish
thing.

CJN: What advice would you give to an aspiring attorney?

Stein: It’s hard to know what an attorney does before you become one. If possible, try to work at a
law office or court in a non-legal capacity. It will give you a sense of how the law is practiced, what’s
involved and what all the pieces that come together are. It’s very different from the fun end product
you see on TV and movies where lawyers are in court arguing and arriving at their “aha” moments.

About Deana
Age: 35

Hometown: Beachwood

Undergraduate school: Boston University

Law school: Benjamin Cardozo School of Law at Yeshiva University

First paying job: High Holy Day synagogue choir member and soloist

What do you do to relax: Get outside, with or without my kids and baking desserts

If I weren’t an attorney: Actor or opera singer



Becky Raspe

Best advice you ever received: When it comes to taking on work that you’re not really sure you’re able to
do in terms of time commitments, I was advised that they probably won’t remember you said no, but they
will 100% remember if you say yes to something and do it really badly because you didn’t have time.

Next Cleveland sports championship: Guardians

Must-watch TV: “Grey’s Anatomy”

Favorite Northeast Ohio restaurant: Luigi’s
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