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New Officers Take Charge at the Transportation Lawyers Association 

The Transportation Lawyers Association (TLA), an independent international 
organization of attorneys, serving the transportation industry since 1937, 
elected new officers on May 8 at its annual meeting at the Marriott Harbor 
Beach Resort & Spa in Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

Assuming the presidency is Eric Larson Zalud of Benesch, Friedlander, 
Coplan & Aronoff in Cleveland, Ohio.  Other new officers are President-Elect 
Gordon D. McAuley of The Pasha Group in Carte Madera, California; First 
Vice President Sam Hallman of Strasburger & Price, LLP in Dallas, Texas; 
Second Vice President Patrick K. McMonigle of Dysart, Taylor, Lay, Cotter 
& McMonigle, PC in Kansas City, Missouri; Secretary/Treasurer M. Gordon 
Hearn of Fernandes Hearn LLP in Toronto, Ontario, Canada; and Immediate 
Past President Donald J. Vogel of Scopelitis, Garvin, Light, Hanson & Feary 
in Chicago, Illinois.   

Eric Zalud is a partner with and Chair of Benesch Friedlander’s Litigation Practice 
Group and heads the Transportation and Logistics Practice Group.  He has litigated 
or arbitrated matters in 23 states, before state and federal trial and appellate 
courts in various jurisdictions, and before the Surface Transportation Board, 
the U.S. Court of Veterans’ Appeals, and the United States Olympic 
Committee.  Mr. Zalud serves on the TLA’s committees on freight claims, 
motor carrier transportation, litigation and logistics and e-commerce.  He 
received the TLA’s Distinguished Service Award for 2001, and served as 
Editor of The Transportation Lawyer, the magazine published by the 
Association, in 2005-2006.   

Mr. Zalud received his A.B. cum laude from Miami University and earned his J.D. 
in 1985 from Vanderbilt University, where he was associate editor of the Vanderbilt 
Journal of Transnational Law.  He also attended courses on Public International 
Law at the International Court of Justice in Den Haag, The Netherlands.  Mr. 
Zalud speaks Spanish and Portuguese.  He is also licensed to practice in 
Indiana. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
President 
ERIC L. ZALUD 
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & 
Aronoff 
2300 BP Tower 
200 Public Square 
Cleveland, OH 44114 
(216) 363-4178 
Fax: (216) 363-4588 
ezalud@bfca.com
 
President-Elect 
GORDON D. MCAULEY 
The Pasha Group 
5725 Paradise Drive 
Suite 1000 
Corte Madera, CA  94925 
(415) 927-6234 
Fax: (415) 927-0885 
Gordon_Mcauley@pashanet.com  
 
First Vice President 
SAM HALLMAN 
Strasburger & Price, LLP 
901 Main St., Ste. 4400 
Dallas, TX 75202 
(214) 651-2125 
Fax: (214) 659-4134 
Sam.hallman@strasburger.com
 
Second Vice President 
PATRICK K. McMONIGLE 
Dysart, Taylor, Lay, Cotter & 
McMonigle, PC 
4420 Madison Ave. 
Kansas City, MO 64111 
(816) 931-2700 
Fax: (816) 931-7377 
E-mail: 
pmcmonigle@dysarttaylor.com
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
M. Gordon Hearn 
Fernandes Hearn LLP 
155 University Ave., Ste. 700 
Toronto, ON M5H 3B7 
Canada 
(416) 203-9500 
Fax: (416) 203-9444 
gord@fernandeshearn.com  
 
Immediate Past President 
DONALD J. VOGEL 
Scopelitis, Garvin, Light, Hanson & 
Feary 
30 West Monroe Street 
Suite 600 
Chicago, IL 60603 
(312) 255-7200 
Fax: (312) 422-1224 
dvogel@scopelitis.com
 
Voting Past Presidents 
FRITZ R. DAMM 
KATHLEEN C. JEFFRIES 
BRIAN J. SMITH 
GREG E. SUMMY 
WILLIAM D. TAYLOR 
 
Representatives at Large 
MARC S. BLUBAUGH 
ALLEN H. MOTTER 
STEVEN B. NOVY 
CHRISTINA M. NUGENT 
MEGAN PALUMBO 
ELIZABETH ROBERTSON 
HENRY E. SEATON 
H. JOY SHARP 
 
CTLA Representative at Large 
JEAN E. CLERK 
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Mr. Zalud assumes the Presidency of the Association at a time when membership of the 
organization has recently exceeded 1,000 members.  Mr. Zalud will continue in the 
footsteps of his predecessors in developing and maintaining sound, educational programs 
benefiting the Association’s diverse membership, as well as assuring inclusion in all 
programs for all members, young and old.  The TLA will continue its educational mission 
with the Transportation Law Institute to be held in New Orleans, Louisiana on November 
14, 2008, a Regional Seminar in Chicago on January 9, 2009, and the Association’s 
Annual Conference, organized by Mr. Zalud, at the LaCosta Resort & Spa in Carlsbad, 
California on April 28-May 2, 2009. 

TLA attorneys located in the United States, Canada, Mexico, and Europe represent both 
providers and users of transportation and logistics services from all modes of the 
transportation industry, including air, rail, truck and maritime companies.  Further 
information about TLA can be obtained by visiting its web site at www.translaw.org or 
by contacting: 

Stephanie Newman, Executive Director 
Transportation Lawyers Association 
(913) 895-4615 x4788 
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