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On December 18, 2025, the Trump administration announced a pause to the processing and
issuance of diversity lottery immigrant visas. 

The diversity immigrant visa program makes green cards available to nationals from countries with
historically low immigration rates to the U.S. The program makes up to 50,000 immigrant visas
available annually. Nearly 20 million people applied for the 2025 lottery and more than 131,000 were
selected. Once selected, lottery winners along with their spouses and dependent children are invited
to apply for a green card.

The pause does not affect existing employment-based visa processes (such as H-1B, L-1, O-1).

For more information, please contact a member of Benesch’s Immigration Practice Group.
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