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Benesch Partner Mark Avsec Quoted in Cleveland.com
Article on Rock Hall Fair Use Ruling
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Mark Avsec, partner in Benesch's Intellectual Property Group, was recently quoted in a
Cleveland.com article discussing the implications of a significant fair use ruling involving the Rock &
Roll Hall of Fame.

The article, “Rock Hall Fair Use Ruling Raises Big Questions for Creators,” explores the impact of a
recent court decision on the use of copyrighted images in museum displays and the broader
questions it raises for artists, photographers and content creators.

Avsec said that the Supreme Court’s ruling in the recent Warhol case reset things.

The high court ruled as it did “because both the original Goldsmith photo of Prince and Warhol’s
silkscreen based on it served a similar commercial purpose - illustrating a magazine about the
musical artist Prince - the use was not transformative under the first fair use factor despite the
added expression.”

More: Rock Hall ‘fair use’ ruling raises big questions for creators - cleveland.com
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https://www.beneschlaw.com/people/mark-e-avsec/
https://www.beneschlaw.com/services/practices/intellectual-property-3ip-practice-group/index.html
https://www.cleveland.com/entertainment/2025/11/rock-hall-fair-use-ruling-raises-big-questions-for-creators.html#:%7E:text=Zlozower%2C%20whose%20images%20have%20defined,the%20display%20constituted%20fair%20use.

