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PRESS RELEASES

Supply & Demand Chain Executive Names Robert
Pleines, Jr. Recipient of 2026 Pros to Know Award
APRIL 14, 2026

Benesch is pleased to announce that Robert Pleines, Jr., a senior managing associate in the firm’s 
Transportation & Logistics and Litigation Practice Groups, has been named a recipient of the 2026
Pros to Know Award in the Top Transportation Innovators category by Food Logistics and Supply &
Demand Chain Executive. This prestigious award recognizes outstanding professionals whose
accomplishments offer a roadmap for other leaders looking to leverage supply chain for competitive
advantage.

“We are thrilled to see that Bob’s work is being recognized with this national award,” said Benesch
Transportation & Logistics Vice Chair Jonathan Todd. “He is a true leader and team player who
knows the value of building best-in-class supply chains.”

"When it comes to overcoming supply chain disruption, this year's pack of supply chain leaders left
no stone unturned," says Marina Mayer, editor-in-chief of Food Logistics and Supply & Demand Chain
Executive and co-founder of the Women in Supply Chain Forum. “From AI implementation and
warehouse automation to last-mile accuracy and returns management, they innovated, developed
and executed on all cylinders, providing solutions, technologies and processes that move product
from Point A to Point B in a way that almost seem seamless. And every year, I am honored to
celebrate these supply chain professionals.”

Bob represents commercial shippers, motor carriers, freight brokers, manufacturers and distributors
on regulatory compliance, contract drafting and transportation-related business matters. He advises
clients across multiple transportation modes, including truckload, less-than-truckload (LTL),
refrigerated and last-mile delivery operations, and he regularly counsels companies that utilize
independent contractor owner-operators.

Bob also provides guidance on compliance with federal and state transportation regulations,
including the Federal Leasing Regulations, Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations, California Air
Resources Board regulations and Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards. Prior to joining the firm,
he represented commercial motor carriers and drivers in complex litigation involving wrongful death,
personal injury, cargo and property damage.

Outside of his practice, Bob serves as a Major in the United States Marine Corps Reserve.

To view the full list of winners, click here.
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