
Page 1

Bryna Dahlin
Co-Lead, Retail & E-Commerce
Practice; Co-Lead Cannabis Industry
Practice

Chicago
T 312.624.6340
bdahlin@beneschlaw.com

Overview

“Her expertise is impressive, and she demonstrates both thoroughness and responsiveness.”
- Benesch Client, Chambers USA

“Bryna is an outstanding attorney, wonderful to work with, and highly knowledgeable in all aspects
of cannabis law and compliance.” - Benesch Client, Chambers USA

Bryna’s clients are her priority, and she is laser focused on helping them achieve their goals, whether
they be courtroom wins, effective case resolutions or creative business solutions. Bryna is known for
giving real-world guidance that is clear and practical. With over 25 years’ experience in high-stakes
litigation, she has represented clients in a wide array of matters, including false advertising, product
liability, defamation, trademark, trade secret and copyright cases.

Bryna also serves as chair of the nationally ranked Cannabis Industry Group at Benesch, where she
works on the cutting edge of an industry known for its regulatory complexity and challenging legal
and business landscape. Her clients are nationwide and range from new entrants in the space to
publicly-traded companies operating across dozens of states.

In her litigation practice, Bryna works with clients in a range of industries, including consumer
products, food and beverage, pharmaceuticals, commodities, entertainment, and cannabis. She has
substantial courtroom and appellate advocacy experience and is also skilled at assisting clients in
need of reputation management. She has handled high-profile false advertising and defamation
matters, copyright and trademark cases for household name companies, and a wide variety of class
actions in federal and state courts throughout the country.
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Bryna has collectively handled cases worth tens of billions of dollars, including defeating a $1.15
billion constitutional claim on summary judgment. She also defeated nationwide, single-state and
multistate class certifications on behalf of a toy manufacturer and its big box retailers involving a
popular children’s toy that contained a Schedule I controlled substance when swallowed.

Other representations include defending a labeling class action seeking to remove a wide category
of cannabis products from the state-legal market; trademark work for a well-known film production
company; and litigating a defamation case against a popular singer and television personality. Bryna
also has experience defending food and beverage companies in lawsuits involving misleading health
and benefit claims. Her deep experience defending all manners of deceptive advertising and product
defect claims includes matters before the Consumer Product Safety Commission, the Federal Trade
Commission and the National Advertising Review Board.

For over a decade, Bryna has also advised companies in the cannabis space. She prides herself on
gaining a keen understanding of their operations. Bryna understands the challenges in the cannabis
industry and loves nothing more than seeing her clients grow and meet their business goals.

Bryna and her team advise cannabis clients across the country on issues of regulatory compliance,
risk avoidance, company formation and structuring, licensing, corporate and transactional matters,
including mergers and acquisitions, advertising and product packaging, brand strategy and
intellectual property protection. They also perform legal due diligence for investors in the cannabis
space, and guide hemp clients in navigating a constantly evolving legal landscape.

Bryna has lectured across the country on the ever-evolving landscape in cannabis law and served as
an adjunct professor at Chicago-Kent College of Law, where she taught Illinois’ first law course on
cannabis. She is nationally ranked by Chambers & Partners for cannabis law, is a Global Top 200
cannabis lawyer, and her Cannabis Industry Group is recognized by the Legal 500. Past honors have
included Crain’s Notable Women in Law, Super Lawyers, and the National Law Journal’s 40 under
40 in Chicago.

Credentials
EDUCATION

• University of Illinois – Urbana-Champaign, J.D., magna cum laude

BAR & COURT ADMISSIONS

• Illinois

• Colorado

• U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois, including Trial Bar

• U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit

• U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit
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Memberships

• Member, National Cannabis Industry Association 

• Member, International Cannabis Bar Association

• Member, Illinois State Bar Association

• Member, Illinois Cannabis Bar Association

• Member, Illinois Women in Cannabis

• Member, B-Sharp Professional Network for Women In-House Attorneys

Awards & Recognition

• Ranked Band 2 Nationally for Cannabis Law, Chambers 2024-2026

• Listed, Crain’s Chicago Notable Women in Law, 2020 and 2024

• Ranked Band 3 Nationally for Cannabis Law, Chambers 2021, 2022, 2023

• Listed, Leading Lawyers Illinois, 2020 -2023

• Listed, Top 200 Global Cannabis Lawyer – Cannabis Law Report & Cannabis Law Journal, 2023,
2025

• Named to Law Bulletin Media’s 2023 Top Women in Law

• Listed, Illinois Super Lawyers, 2017 – 2020

• Chicago’s 40 Under 40 – National Law Journal, 2013

• Listed, Illinois Super Lawyers Rising Stars, 2010 – 2015

News & Insights

• Benesch Recognized as Leading Law Firm by Chambers USA 2026 with Record Growth in
National and Regional Rankings
June 4, 2026 | Press Releases

• Benesch Partners Bryna Dahlin and Mark Eisen Mentioned in Law360 on Court Dismissal of THC
Potency Lawsuit
March 16, 2026 | Media Mentions

• Benesch Partner Bryna Dahlin Quoted in Law360 on High-Profile Defamation Dispute
November 19, 2025 | Media Mentions

• Benesch's Cannabis Industry Quarterly Update: Q3 2025
September 22, 2025 | Newsletters

https://www.beneschlaw.com/b-sharp.html
https://www.beneschlaw.com/news/benesch-recognized-as-leading-law-firm-by-chambers-usa-2026-with-record-growth-in-national-and-regional-rankings/
https://www.beneschlaw.com/news/benesch-partners-bryna-dahlin-and-mark-eisen-mentioned-in-law360-on-court-dismissal-of-thc-potency-lawsuit/
https://www.beneschlaw.com/news/benesch-partner-bryna-dahlin-quoted-in-law360-on-high-profile-defamation-dispute/
https://www.beneschlaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Cannabis_Q3_0925_Revised.pdf
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• Benesch Partner Bryna Dahlin Recognized at Chicago NORML Gala for Influence on Cannabis
Industry
September 17, 2025 | Press Releases

• Benesch Attorneys Bryna Dahlin and Alissa Jubelirer Recognized Among Global Top 200
Cannabis Lawyers
September 2, 2025 | Press Releases

• Bryna Dahlin and Juan Andres Mata Mentioned in Law360 About Cannabis License Dispute
July 9, 2025 | Media Mentions

• Benesch's Cannabis Industry Quarterly Update: Q2 2025
June 5, 2025 | Newsletters

• Benesch Recognized in Chambers USA 2025 with Record Growth in National and Regional
Rankings
June 4, 2025 | Press Releases

• Benesch's Cannabis Industry Quarterly Update: Q1 2025
March 27, 2025 | Newsletters

Speaking & Events
PAST EVENTS

• Navigating Free Speech Rights & Restrictions on Cannabis Advertising | Bryna Dahlin
June 12, 2025 - June 13, 2025 | Speaking Engagement

• One Month Out: Inside Florida’s Record-Breaking Adult-Use Legalization Effort | Bryna Dahlin
October 9, 2024 | Speaking Engagement

• Lessons Learned: Adult-Use Programs for Future State and Federal Policy | Bryna Dahlin
July 25, 2024 - July 26, 2024 | Speaking Engagement

• The Current Legal Cannabis Landscape: An Overview and Comparative Study | Bryna Dahlin
April 4, 2024 | Speaking Engagement

• Cannabis Use in Long-Term Care Facilities | Bryna Dahlin
November 8, 2023 - November 9, 2023 | Speaking Engagement

https://www.beneschlaw.com/news/benesch-partner-bryna-dahlin-recognized-at-chicago-norml-gala-for-influence-on-cannabis-industry/
https://www.beneschlaw.com/news/benesch-attorneys-bryna-dahlin-and-alissa-jubelirer-recognized-among-global-top-200-cannabis-lawyers/
https://www.beneschlaw.com/news/bryna-dahlin-and-juan-andres-mata-mentioned-in-law360-about-cannabis-license-dispute/
https://www.beneschlaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Cannabis_Q2_2025.pdf
https://www.beneschlaw.com/news/benesch-recognized-in-chambers-usa-2025-with-record-growth-in-national-and-regional-rankings/
https://www.beneschlaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Cannabis_Q1.pdf
https://www.beneschlaw.com/event/navigating-free-speech-rights-restrictions-on-cannabis-advertising-bryna-dahlin/
https://www.beneschlaw.com/event/one-month-out-inside-floridas-record-breaking-adult-use-legalization-effort-bryna-dahlin/
https://www.beneschlaw.com/event/lessons-learned-adult-use-programs-for-future-state-and-federal-policy-bryna-dahlin/
https://www.beneschlaw.com/event/the-current-legal-cannabis-landscape-an-overview-and-comparative-study-bryna-dahlin/
https://www.beneschlaw.com/event/cannabis-use-in-long-term-care-facilities-bryna-dahlin/

