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M. Reas Bowman
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T 312.517.9547
RBowman@beneschlaw.com

Overview

Reas practices commercial litigation, primarily representing clients in disputes involving real
estate and financial services. He represents national lenders, loan servicers, and debt buyers
in disputes to enforce commercial loan agreements and defend lender liability actions. Reas’s
experience includes:

• Resolving through consent foreclosure a lender’s defaulted loan secured by five multiunit
residential properties. Then, after taking possession of the distressed real estate that were subject
to the city of Chicago’s Troubled Buildings Initiative, Reas guided his client through multiple
lawsuits brought by the city of Chicago’s Corporation Counsel to resolve serious building code
violations while preventing the City’s attempts to appoint receivers or demolish the lender’s
acquired real estate.*

• Defending a Fortune 500 financial institution before the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals against
alleged violations of a pooling and servicing agreement.*

• Counseling a commercial lender holding a junior mortgage in purchasing the senior lender’s
mortgage loan, and then foreclosing on that senior mortgage to fully compensate the lender for
the amounts due on both loans plus the lender’s out-of-pocket costs.*

Reas also regularly represents property developers and real estate owners in connection with claims
involving commercial leases, construction agreements, and purchase-sale contracts. Representative
examples of Reas’s recent matters include:
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• Represented the owner of a 264,000 square foot industrial property adjacent to North America’s
largest inland port, in a breach of lease lawsuit seeking possession of the property and damages
against both the tenant and lease guarantors. After moving for summary judgment on our claim
and defendants’ affirmative defenses, we obtained an eviction order and $2,600,000 settlement
secured by a lien on real estate owned by a lease guarantor. That settlement was then paid in full
by the lease guarantor’s sale of the liened real estate.

• After obtaining possession of commercial landlord’s real estate held by a tenant, Reas obtained
judgment for the landlord’s back rent, late fees, and attorney fees, while defeating the commercial
tenant’s counterclaims for property damage, personal injury, constructive eviction, and rent
abatement.

• Holding a potential buyer liable for breaching a $43,000,000 purchase-sale agreement, while
defeating that buyer’s counterclaim and obtaining a judgment in the property owner’s favor for the
buyer’s earnest money down payment plus the owner’s out-of-pocket litigation expenses.*

• Recovering a property developer’s damages from a general contractor’s and its subcontractors’
defectively constructed roofs on three multiunit residential buildings, through litigation and then
mediation.*

Reas represents clients in all phases of litigation, handling trials, appeals, arbitrations, and
mediations. Reas litigates cases throughout Illinois, and his appellate experience includes
successfully briefing and arguing more than two dozen appeals in state and federal appellate courts.

*Matter completed prior to joining Benesch.

Representative Matters

• Represented the owner of a 264,000 square foot industrial property adjacent to North America's
largest inland port, in a breach of lease lawsuit seeking possession of the property and damages
against both the tenant and lease guarantors.

• Represented a Landlord for the lease of an entire six-story building (214,560 rentable square feet
of premises) in Northbrook, Illinois, to the healthcare industry’s largest medical-surgical product
manufacturer and supply chain provider.

Credentials
EDUCATION

• Chicago-Kent College of Law, 2005, J.D.

• DePauw University, B.A.
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BAR & COURT ADMISSIONS

• Illinois

• Michigan

• U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois

• U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan

• U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit

• U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit

Memberships

• Investigator and hearing member for the Chicago Bar Association’s Judicial Evaluation Committee

Awards & recognition

• Super Lawyer 2022-2024, and selected as an Illinois Rising Star for 2013 and 2016-2020

• The American Registry’s Emerging Lawyers in Illinois 2018, 2020, 2021 and 2023

News & Insights

• The Illinois Receivership Act of 2026 Brings New Powers to Illinois Receivers
September 18, 2025 | Client Alerts & Insights

• 16 Benesch Attorneys Selected to 2024 Illinois Super Lawyers and Rising Stars Lists
January 25, 2024 | Press Releases

• M. Reas Bowman mentioned in Crain's Chicago People on the Move
December 18, 2023 | Media Mentions

• M. Reas Bowman mentioned in Law360 article | "Benesch Adds Levin Ginsburg Partner in
Chicago"
November 6, 2023 | Media Mentions

• Benesch Expands Powerhouse Litigation Group in Chicago, Adding Partner to Focus on Real
Estate and Finance Disputes
October 25, 2023 | Press Releases

https://www.beneschlaw.com/insight/the-illinois-receivership-act-of-2026-brings-new-powers-to-illinois-receivers/
https://www.beneschlaw.com/news/16-benesch-attorneys-selected-to-2024-illinois-super-lawyers-and-rising-stars-lists/
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/people-on-the-move
https://www.law360.com/articles/1737635
https://www.beneschlaw.com/news/benesch-expands-powerhouse-litigation-group-in-chicago-adding-partner-to-focus-on-real-estate-and-finance-disputes/

