Tom Skelly

Chicago
T 312.273.1621

tskelly@beneschlaw.com

Overview

Tom advises private equity sponsors, investors, emerging companies and well-established
businesses on mergers and acquisitions, private equity and venture capital transactions,
corporate restructurings and day-to-day corporate matters.

Representing buyers and sellers in domestic and cross-border transactions, Tom guides
clients throughout the deal process, from legal diligence and transaction structuring through
negotiation, documentation and closing. He prepares diligence memoranda and disclosure
schedules, reviews and negotiates transaction documents, and works closely with investment
bankers, opposing counsel and insurers to drive transactions to timely and successful
closings.

Tom also advises emerging and venture-backed companies and investors on early- and
growth-stage financings, including equity, convertible debt and debt transactions. He counsels
founders and investors on fundraising strategy, transaction structures and the legal and operational
challenges early-stage companies face.

In his broader corporate practice, Tom serves as outside counsel to companies across a diverse
range of industries, including private equity, startups and venture-backed businesses, financial
services, waste management and recycling, hospitality and restaurant groups, commercial real
estate, maritime transportation services, and pharmaceutical and private healthcare providers. He
advises on corporate governance, entity formation, capital raising, strategic growth initiatives and
other day-to-day corporate matters tailored to each client’s operational needs and risk profile.

Clients value Tom’s clarity, responsiveness and practical, business-focused approach. He works
closely with clients to understand their objectives and delivers clear, actionable advice aligned with
their commercial goals.

*Benesch Page 1



Credentials
EDUCATION
e University of Notre Dame Law School, 2020, J.D.

* Founding Member; Senior Editor, Notre Dame Journal on Emerging Technologies
* Member, Intellectual Property Law Society

* Member, Sports and Entertainment Law Society
e Georgetown University, 2015, B.A., Psychology, minor in Linguistics

BAR & COURT ADMISSIONS

¢ |llinois

e Nevada

Memberships

e Volunteer, Legal Aid Chicago (Criminal Records Relief Project)
e Volunteer, Refugee One

e Volunteer, St. Paul’s Coptic Church Food Pantry

News & Insights

e Terri Taibl and Tom Skelly mentioned in Crain's Chicago People on the Move
March 24, 2026 | Media Mentions
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https://www.chicagobusiness.com/people-on-the-move/terri-taibl-tom-skelly/

